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capability. This proposed sale is consistent
with those objectives. This proposed sale will
contribute to the foreign policy and national
security of the United States by helping to
improve the security of a strategic regional
partner that has been, and continues to be,
an important force for political stability and
economic progress in the Middle East.

The proposed sale will improve Israel’s ca-
pability to meet current and future threats
in the defense of its borders and territorial
waters. The naval guns will be installed on
Israeli Navy SA’AR 4.5 and SA’AR 6 Missile
Patrol Boats. One gun will be located at an
Israeli Naval Training Center to be used for
training maintenance personnel. Israel will
have no difficulty absorbing this equipment
into its armed forces.

The proposed equipment and support will
not alter the basic military balance in the
region.

The potential principal contractor will be
DRS North America (a Leonardo company).
There are no known offset agreements pro-
posed in connection with this potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
not require the assignment of any additional
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Israel.

There is no adverse impact on U.S. defense
readiness as a result of this proposed sale.
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Arms Export Control Act

Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The naval gun system proposed in re-
sponse to this request is a modem variant of
the MK-75 naval gun system. The naval gun
system is mounted aboard the ship and sup-
ports multiple missions while deployed at
sea and at home port stations. The missions
include ship’s surface to air defense and sur-
face to surface defense or attack modes. It
also can be used for sea surface to land sur-
face for bombardment or as offshore artillery
to support troops on the ground. This gun
system does not include Global Positioning
System (GPS) or sensors. The naval gun
hardware and support equipment, test equip-
ment, and maintenance spares are UNCLAS-
SIFIED.

2. Some of the prospective ammunition
types that may be used with the gun system
are either laser or GPS guided. Ammunition
is not part of this proposal.

3. The naval gun system provides an inter-
face (Digital Control Console) so that it can
be used in conjunction with the ships’ Fire
Control System (FCS) and Combat Manage-
ment System (CMS). The FCS and CMS are
not proposed as part of this sale.

4. A determination has been made that the
recipient country can provide substantially
the same degree of protection for the sen-
sitive technology being released as the U.S.
Government. This sale is necessary in fur-
therance of the U.S. foreign policy and na-
tional security objectives outlined in the
policy justification.

5. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Israel.

———
ANTIQUITIES ACT

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, appar-
ently the Trump administration
couldn’t let its first 100 days go by
without going after America’s National
Monuments. Anybody who cares about
protecting some of the greatest treas-
ures in Oregon and across the country
ought to be worried.
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The President is lining up an Execu-
tive order requiring a review of the
boundaries of all National Monuments
designated since 1996. It might sound
bureaucratic, but it is more than that.
The President’s Executive order is a
short-sighted attempt to roll back pro-
tections for some of America’s most
cherished landscapes.

The Executive order flies in the face
of a century-old tradition that has en-
sured generations of Americans can
enjoy natural treasures like the Cas-
cade-Siskiyou National Monument in
my home State.

Colleagues, for over 100 years, Presi-
dents from both parties have used au-
thority granted by the Antiquities Act
to permanently protect special Federal
lands as National Monuments, to pre-
serve natural, cultural, and historic
values for the benefit of everyone. Two
of Oregon’s most cherished areas were
established as National Monuments
through the Antiquities Act: Oregon
Caves and Cascade-Siskiyou. Both of
these areas have a remarkable diverse
range of biological, geological, and his-
toric objects.

I am proud to have worked with
President Clinton to establish the
original boundaries of the Cascade-
Siskiyou National Monument in 2000. I
am proud to have worked with Senator
MERKLEY to expand the monument ear-
lier this year and to expand the bound-
ary of the Oregon Caves National
Monument in 2014.

There are two important points to
make about this debate.

First, it is important that the indi-
viduals who live near and recreate on
these lands have an opportunity to
make their voices heard. As public
lands everywhere, they ultimately be-
long to all of the people.

Some people, the President included,
say these monuments are an example
of overreach and designated without
the right process.

On this issue, the President is wrong.
These monuments are not the result of
administrative overreach. The bound-
aries of these monuments are based on
years of collaboration between the ad-
ministration, States, and local stake-
holders.

The second point to make is about
rural economies. National Monuments,
National Parks, and public lands across
the United States are important eco-
nomic generators for rural commu-
nities.

According to a report released just
this week, public lands generate bil-
lions of dollars in consumer spending
and millions of jobs every year. In Or-
egon, the outdoor recreation economy
generated $12.8 billion in consumer
spending in 2012 and over 140,000 direct
jobs. Nationally, the numbers are even
bigger; in 2012, the outdoor rec econ-
omy generated $889 billion nationwide
and over 7 and a half million jobs.

Colleagues, there is an agenda behind
this Executive order, and it puts some
of our greatest outdoor treasures and a
lot of jobs in danger.
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Some members of this administra-
tion—including the Secretary of the In-
terior—have said the right things
about public lands, and that was reas-
suring to millions of people who care
about recreation. I hope it wasn’t just
talk, and I certainly hope the Presi-
dent’s Executive order is not the first
step in dismantling America’s National
Monuments and public lands.

———

70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE “EXO-
DUS 1947°’S ARRIVAL IN HAIFA

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, July 18,
2017, marks the 70th anniversary of the
day that the ship Exodus 1947 arrived in
Haifa, Israel.

The story of Exodus 1947 is as impor-
tant today as it was 70 years ago. In
1947, the world was horrified and out-
raged by the British policy of violently
preventing Holocaust survivors from
reaching Palestine and forcing their re-
turn to Europe and refugee camps in
Germany. Watching the British Navy
ram the Exodus 1947, which had 4,515
Holocaust survivors on board, inflamed
world opinion and prompted the United
Nations Special Committee on Pal-
estine, UNSCOP, to scrutinize the ac-
tions of the British. Eventually the
British were forced to end their policy
of preventing Jewish immigration to
Israel, and the State of Israel was born.

Why is the story of the Exodus 1947 so
important that we are still talking
about it 70 years later? After all, geo-
political transitions have launched
multiple large-scale refugee migrations
around the world in the 20th century,
including Armenians in 1915, Russians
in 1917, Chinese in 1949, Hindus from
Pakistan and Muslims from India in
1947, East Germans between 1945 and
1961, Bosnians in the 1990s, Rwandans
in 1994, Syrians in 2016—and many
more.

The story of the Exodus 1947 is impor-
tant to remember and consider today
because it reminds us of our responsi-
bility to protect human rights, help
people outside of our own borders,
stand up for Americans values, and
work with our allies and international
organizations to advance our goals. It
reminds us that our work is not fin-
ished. It reminds us that, while it was
the Jews on the Erodus 1947 70 years
ago, political outrages around the
world continue to require our leader-
ship and our action.

As a U.S. Senator from Maryland and
vigilant friend of the Chesapeake Bay
and Maryland’s Maritime history, I
would like to highlight the fact that,
prior to its service in support of Jewish
refugees from the Holocaust, the Ero-
dus 1947 was called the President War-
field and it sailed the Chesapeake Bay
for the Baltimore Steam Packet Com-
pany. The President Warfield changed
hands many times, from the Baltimore
Steam Packet Company to the British
Navy to the U.S. Navy to the Potomac
Shipwrecking Company, which was ac-
tually acting as clandestine purchasing
agents of the Haganah who wanted the
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ship because the conditions that made
it ideal for navigating the Chesapeake
Bay, shifting sand of 3 feet or less in
depth, made it ideal for getting immi-
grants quickly and closely up to the
coastal areas of Palestine.

After the Haganah secured the ship,
she was retrofitted in Baltimore from
where she sailed towards France to
pick up 4,515 Holocaust the refugees
and deposit them in Palestine—a plan
which was destroyed after the British
rammed the ship, prevented the refu-
gees from disembarking in Palestine,
detained them in inhumane conditions,
and eventually returned them to Ger-
many.

The world witnessed the inhumane
treatment of the Exrodus’s passengers
and some righteous people cried out.
We continue to talk about the Exodus
1947 to remind ourselves never to forget
both our suffering and our empower-
ment.

I would like to acknowledge all who
have made the creation of this memo-
rial possible. Along with a series of as-
sociated commemorative projects, the
Exodus 1947 memorial is the culmina-
tion of decades of tireless effort by the
Jewish American Society for Historic
Preservation, JASHP, to recognize the
historic events that led to the forma-
tion of Israel. In particular, I applaud
the work of Dr. Barry S. Lever, chair-
man of the 50th Anniversary Com-
memoration of the Final Voyage of the
SS President Warfied—Exodus 1947, the
Jewish Museum of Maryland, the
Chesapeake Bay Museum, and the indi-
viduals and organizations here and
abroad who have aided in the efforts to
honor the Exodus 1947 and its pas-
sengers.

Thank you.

——————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
LEWISTON-AUBURN ROTARY CLUB

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, on May
1, 1917, the International Association of
Rotary Clubs welcomed a new member
into its growing global network of
neighbors, friends, and leaders working
together for positive change in their
communities and around the world. I
rise today to celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of the Rotary Club of Lewis-
ton-Auburn in my home State of
Maine.

There are more than 35,000 Rotary
Clubs worldwide. The Lewiston-Auburn
club was the 291st to be chartered and
is part of the first great wave of expan-
sion that took the Rotary movement
from major American cities to smaller
communities and to Canada and Eu-
rope.

It is remarkable that what began as
a small group of civic leaders in Chi-
cago in 1905 has grown to a service or-
ganization of 1.2 million dedicated
members in more than 200 countries
and territories around the world. In
any language, Rotarians live up to
their motto of ‘“Service Above Self.”

Rotary International is a powerful
force for good around the world. The
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global effort to eradicate polio is con-
sidered to be the most successful public
health campaign in human history, one
that would not be possible without Ro-
tary’s commitment. When Rotary
launched its PolioPlus program back in
1985, it was described as a ‘‘gift from
the 20th century to the 21st.” It has
been just that.

In addition to its strong support for
PolioPlus, the Lewiston-Auburn Club
is part of a Rotary International effort
to make affordable and safe water more
widely available in Haiti. As a result of
this effort, a tanker truck was pur-
chased to address this great humani-
tarian need.

Locally, the Lewiston-Auburn Ro-
tary Club has a special focus on fami-
lies and children. The club has been a
leader in the creation of Lewiston’s
Universally Accessible Playground,
which will provide recreation for all,
regardless of physical or developmental
limitations. The club also sponsors an
annual event to benefit the Autism So-
ciety of Maine and awards scholarships
to area high-school graduates pursuing
higher education.

‘“Service Above Self” has a special
meaning to the members of the Lewis-
ton-Auburn Rotary. The application
for membership in Rotary Inter-
national was signed on March, 21, 1917,
by Frank W. Hulett of Lewiston. On
June 6, 1918, Captain Hulett gave his
life in the defense of freedom during
the World War I Battle of Belleau Wood
in France. Hulett Square in Lewiston,
the Frank W. Hulett VFW Post, and
the Lewiston-Auburn Rotary Club all
help to preserve the memory of this
great hero.

When Paul Harris led the way in
founding Rotary International 112
years ago, he said this: “Whatever Ro-
tary may mean to us, to the world it
will be known by the results it
achieves.” The results are inspiring
and the world is grateful. The Rotary
Club of Lewiston-Auburn, ME, is part
of that effort, and I congratulate its
members for this accomplishments and
contributions.

Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I
wish to commemorate the 100th anni-
versary of the Rotary Club of Lewis-
ton-Auburn, ME. There are over 35,000
Rotary Clubs worldwide, with the LA
Rotary being the 291st. Since 1917, the
LA Rotary has demonstrated a com-
mitment to community and global
service by supporting local organiza-
tions, awarding scholarships to local
students, and providing clean water to
communities in Haiti. In their 100
years of service, this exceptional orga-
nization has gained members who rep-
resent the unique and diverse business
community of the Lewiston-Auburn
area.

The LA Rotary was founded by Cap-
tain Frank W. Hulett, who gave his life
during WWI on June 6, 1918, at the Bat-
tle of Belleau Wood in France. Since
Captain Hulett signed the application
for membership of Rotary Inter-
national on March 21, 1917, the LA Ro-
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tary has made great contributions to
the worldwide Rotary organization of
business and professional leaders. The
LA Rotary has upheld an international
presence by providing humanitarian
service, encouraging high ethical
standards in all vocations, and helping
to build and maintain goodwill and
peace throughout the world.

I applaud the LA Rotary’s emphasis
on local and global charity and giving
back to their local communities. The
LA Rotary is sponsored by the many
donors who attend their successful
fundraisers, including one that takes
place at the famous Lewiston Hot Air
Balloon Festival. The money raised
from these fundraisers has gone to-
wards several valuable projects like
the Autism Movie Events, an ongoing
project in partnership with a local
movie theatre and the Autism Society
of Maine. The LA Rotary has sustained
their all-inclusive pattern by donating
to the construction of the Lewiston
Universally  Accessible Playground
Project. The playground will be barrier
free, with smooth and level surfaces to
make it easier for those with physical
limitations, and is meant to provide an
attractive and meaningful space for
all, regardless of physical or sensory
development. Another example of their
excellent charity work is that, each
May, the LA Rotary also gives back to
local students by choosing seven high
school seniors throughout the State to
award $1,000 college scholarships.

I wish to join the communities of
Lewiston and Auburn, as well as the
State of Maine, in congratulating the
LA Rotary for this remarkable
achievement. I look forward to fol-
lowing their continued growth and
service, and I thank them for their
commitment to bettering Maine and
the world.

————

OHIO HIGH SCHOOL ARMED
SERVICE ENLISTMENT

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I wish
to honor 374 high school seniors in
eight northeast Ohio counties for their
decision to enlist in the U.S. Armed
Forces. Of these 374 seniors from 118
high schools in 98 towns and cities, 86
will enter the Army, 98 will enter the
Marine Corps, 55 will enter the Navy, 26
will enter the Air Force, 3 will enter
the Coast Guard, 95 will enter our Ohio
Army National Guard, and 11 will enter
the Ohio Air National Guard. In the
presence of their parents/guardians,
high school counselors, military lead-
ers, and city and business leaders, all
374 will be recognized on May 10, 2017,
at the Northeast Ohio Foundation for
Patriotism ‘““‘Our Community Salutes”
event.

In a few short weeks, these young
men and women will join with many of
their classmates in celebration of their
high school graduation. At a time when
many of their peers are looking for-
ward to pursuing vocational training
or college degrees or are uncertain
about their future, these young men
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